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Your Committee
The ASSA NSW committee continues to work hard on increasing grid numbers and overall member
participation for 2010. Some strategies discussed at previous meetings and mentioned in the last newsletter
have already been adopted, and further avenues are still being explored to make Sports Sedans in NSW
more competitive, more rewarding and more accessible.
The committee has been individually contacting members and Sports Sedan owners, to ascertain who will
be on track for 2010. The results have been good, with almost 20 starters at the opening round of the
championship at Eastern Creek and 14 entries for Round 2 at Wakefield Park. We are hoping to carry that
momentum into Round 3 at Eastern Creek, with the aim of at least 20 Sports Sedans on the grid.
The ASSA NSW committee for 2010 is:
President

Andrew McKellar

0430 717 622

toymaxx@bigpond.com

Vice President

Sean Sullivan

0419 851 085

seansull@au1.ibm.com

Secretary

Chris Jackson

0409 209 480

jacksonc@internode.on.net

Treasurer

Herbert Gattermeier 9879 7557

hergat@bigpond.com

MRAP Delegate

Chris Jackson

0409 209 480

jacksonc@internode.on.net

Committee

Jeff Brown

0418 640 495

brownjt@tpg.com.au

Committee

Anthony MacReady 0421 010 380

anthony@agmengineering.com.au

Committee

Erik Gattermeier

erik@bavariacars.com.au

0408 296 501
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President’s Report
I spent a fair amount of time pondering what to put into the president’s report this time around. There are lots of
things I want to say, but most of them are things I probably shouldn’t, in the interest of political correctness.
I could talk about my life, staring down the barrel of my 5th house move in 10 months, and the joys of property
settlement and custody battles. But although they are aligned with the Soarer and my ability to finish it (or even
work on it), they are not necessarily related to Sports Sedans in general, or of particular interest to anybody but me.
I could launch into a diatribe about safety in motor sport, on-track antics and the decisions (or otherwise) of stewards
and CAMS officials, but that area is out of the realm of my responsibility, and the ASSA has no authority to act in
such matters anyway.
I could have a dig at some of the spectators at Wakefield Park, in particular some Sports Sedan supporters who
thought it necessary to cheer at the misfortune of one of our drivers and a fellow club member. But I won’t, because
those people are adults and would, I’m sure, already realize that they could have done things a little more subtly, and
that they weren’t aiding the impression of professionalism that we as a category have been striving to portray in front
of CAMS, other category competitors, sponsors and other supporters.
I could have talked about Round 2, the upcoming Superlap event at Eastern Creek, the generosity of our sponsors or
the inclusion of a new, dedicated track announcer for Sports Sedans. But these are all mentioned elsewhere in the
newsletter.
So instead I’ll just say a couple of thanks. Thank you to all the members of the committee, who each are still putting
in a mammoth effort, with added tasks and portfolios, and who each are still coming up with innovative ideas to bring
more cars onto the track this year. I’d like to see at least 20 Sports Sedans on the grid at Round 3, and I reckon this
committee will achieve that. Their continued hard work will put Sports Sedans back on the map in NSW.
Thank you to Anthony MacReady, Chris Jackson and Jeff Brown who have helped me and continue to help me noend with the race car and its prolonged construction. Their knowledge and experience are an incredible asset, and I
appreciate the patience each of them shows when imparting a little of that knowledge on me.
Finally I want to thank all the Sports Sedan drivers and members who have heeded the call so far this year and
responded by turning up at the track, race car at the ready. With the commitment shown by you drivers over the first
two rounds this year, Sports Sedans are looking better as a category than they have in a long time. Particular
appreciation is deserved by Kerry Millar, who put other plans aside this year just to get the Falcon on the track to
assist with achieving our minimum grid numbers, and those other drivers who offered to cross-enter cars if the need
arose. Fortunately that hasn’t been necessary thus far, and if we keep building on what has been achieved then it
won’t be necessary at all.
So there it is, I did have something for this report after all.
If you have any ideas on how we can continue to improve things for the category, for the ASSA, for ourselves, but
you just don’t have the time to act on them, give me a call. I’m happy to put any ideas up and run with them, if it
means a better result for Sports Sedans.
Sports Sedans rule, and that’s how it should be.
Cheers,
Andrew McKellar
President
ASSA NSW
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ASSA (NSW) CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2010
•

Tuesday 5th January – Committee Meeting

•

Tuesday 2nd February – Committee Meeting

•

Tuesday 2nd March – Committee Meeting, General Meeting

•

6th/7th March Nationals Round 1 Wakefield Park

•

13th/14th March NSW Round 1 Eastern Creek

•

Tuesday 6th April – Committee Meeting

•

10th/11th April NSW Round 2 Wakefield Park

•

Tuesday 4th May – Committee Meeting, General Meeting

•

21st/22nd May Super Lap Event Eastern Creek (ASSA Static Display)

•

29th/30th May Nationals Round 2 Mallala

•

Tuesday 8th June – Committee Meeting

•

19th/20th June NSW Round 3 Eastern Creek

•

Tuesday 6th July – Committee Meeting

•

Tuesday 3rd August – Committee Meeting, General Meeting

•

14th/15th August Nationals Round 3 Morgan Park

•

28th/29th August NSW Round 4 Wakefield Park

•

Tuesday 7th September – Committee Meeting

•

11th/12th September Nationals Round 4 Eastern Creek

•

Tuesday 5th October – Committee Meeting

•

23rd/24th October NSW Round 5 Eastern Creek

•

23rd/24th October Nationals Round 5 Sandown

•

Tuesday 2nd November – Committee Meeting, Presentation Night and Annual General Meeting

•

Tuesday 7th December – Committee Meeting
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Race Report, Round 2 - Wakefield Park
With 14 cars entered for Round 2, it was a vast improvement on numbers over the last visit to Wakefield
Park. Whilst we could have used a few more cars on the grid, at least we seem to be heading in the right
direction with grid numbers.
For those teams that did attend, there was plenty of good racing throughout the weekend with minimal ontrack incidents and, pleasingly, a low rate of attrition with 11 cars lined up for the last race on Sunday. We
also managed to squeeze in a social event on Saturday night, so it ended up a good weekend overall for not
only the drivers but for crews, families and supporters.
Round 2 was sponsored by Bavariacars and by Doulman Automotive, and we thank those businesses for
their generous support in 2010.

Friday Practice
About half the Sports Sedans entered attended the Friday practice session, with no major incidents or
problems reported. A couple of cars had minor spins, but everyone survived the day of preparation in
readiness for the weekend.
Norm Stokes wasn’t able to attend the Friday practice as he was busy out-qualifying everyone and winning
races at the iRace event at Eastern Creek. Well done to Norm and his team for taking out the event in his
South Coast Rotary RX7 on Friday, then making the hike down to Wakefield Park in time for Qualifying
on Saturday. Now that’s the kind of enthusiasm we are looking for!
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Qualifying – 20 Minutes
The weather on Saturday was surprisingly un-Goulburn-like with warm sunshine and a slight breeze. It did
prove to be warm in the cockpits later in the day, but at least there was no sign of rain.
12 cars only took to the track for Qualifying, with Bill Martin’s long-awaited return in the RX7 delayed by
a few hours when a faulty fuel regulator prevented his car from taking part, and Steve Ingwerson unable to
make it for the weekend despite having entered.
The session commenced with yours truly copping a bollocking off the stewards, after I was caught standing
on their desk and leaning out their window to take a photo of the dummy grid. Apparently there is a clause
deep within the CAMS Manual that gives them authority to dominate planet Earth and all its contents. At
least I was the only Sports Sedan representative to be spoken to by them (at that time anyway), as most
other categories had more than one call-up over the weekend.

I should also mention (although it is clear in the photo) that Sean Sullivan lined up on the dummy grid at a
distinctly different angle to everyone else. I, for one, am starting to see a pattern here…
I carried my chewed-off bottom over to the hill in time for the cars to take to the track and Chris Jackson
burst onto the scene in his Fuel 2 Race/Steve’s Toyshop Calibra first with the obvious mission of getting
down some quick laps before he caught up to everyone else. Anthony MacReady followed closely on his
heels in the AGM Engineering Nissan 300ZX, also attempting to put in a few fast laps before getting
amongst the traffic.
With qualifying well underway Mark Smith had a minor spin through the Fish Hook, but was back on the
track quickly. Graham Smith took a slightly tight line through the Turn 1 kink in his Calibra, leaving the
track on the inside about 40 meters before the apex, so he was out on the grass by the time he got to the
ripple strip. He continued across the track and onto the grass on the outside, breaking the front spoiler and
having to take the extremely long way round Turn 2. He subsequently pitted and his session was over, but
he had already posted a time of 1:06.4441, placing him 8th on the grid.
A short time later Anthony MacReady had a spin at the top of the hill, regaining the track without drama.
His time of 1:00.4701 assured him a front row start in 2nd position.
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Nick Smith had commented prior to Qualifying that his Fiat didn’t handle nearly as well at Wakefield Park
as it did at Eastern Creek. As if to prove his point he came off at Turn 2 after running out of brakes, and
then left the track at the Fish Hook for the same reason. He posted a time of 1:02.6174 to line up 4th on the
grid.
Sean Sullivan had fixed his front suspension dramas from Eastern Creek, but was now experiencing a
problem with the rear end of the Bluebird, evidenced by the rear driver’s side tyre rubbing quite badly. He
was found in the paddock after the session making minor modifications to the rear guard in an attempt to
alleviate the problem.
Norm Stokes put down only 3 laps before pitting with smoke emanating from the RX7. The cause proved
to be a blown turbo.
Jeff Brown’s qualifying session provided a welcome result, with the Wildridge Fabrications Falcon
posting a quick time of 1:01.5756 to place him 3rd on the grid. Jeff was boosted by the performance,
ecstatic that the car could post that time despite him still not being able to trace the source of the rear end
vibration that has now plagued him for several races.
20 minutes is a pretty long qualifying session at Wakefield Park, and most drivers had returned to the pits
by the 15-minute mark. Kerry Millar and Simon Copping continued on however, taking advantage of the
clear track around them with Kerry doing 13 laps in the Deco Glaze Falcon and Simon chalking up 17 laps
in his RMCP Commodore. Both drivers enjoyed the benefit of that extra track time, with Kerry posting his
quickest time on lap 11, and Simon going his quickest on lap 15 and out-qualifying the supposedly quicker
spaceframe RX7 of Garry Stevens.
It was Chris Jackson who came out on top however, securing pole position and 2 championship points with
a time of 0:59.6070.
Qualifying Times and Positions
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Chris Jackson
Anthony MacReady
Jeff Brown
Nick Smith
Simon Copping
Garry Stevens
Mark Smith
Graham Smith
Andrew Leithhead
Sean Sullivan
Kerry Millar
Norm Stokes

0:59.6070
1:00.4701
1:01.5756
1:02.6174
1:04.1840
1:05.3136
1:05.7786
1:06.4441
1:07.9712
1:08.0435
1:09.1035
1:10.8435

www.bavariacars.com.au
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Race 1 – 14 Laps
With Norm Stokes sidelined waiting for a replacement turbo to arrive from Sydney, 12 cars formed up on
the grid for the opening race. The colour, size and sheer muscle of Sports Sedans on the grid always gets
the blood pumping, and the sound of all that grunt getting off the line still fills me with awe.
Chris Jackson and Anthony MacReady launched off the line cleanly, with Chris winning the drag race to
Turn 2 from his pole position start. They were closely followed by Jeff Brown, Garry Stevens and Simon
Copping. Nick Smith had unfortunately stalled on the grid, with the rest of the field rocketing past him as
he tried to restart the Fiat. He was unable to get it going due to a dead battery, and the track marshals did a
great job of towing him clear of the track before the other cars completed the first lap.
Chris Jackson and Anthony MacReady battled it out for 1st position, and after a good start Graham Smith
made a neat pass on the inside of Jeff Brown at Turn 5 to take over 3rd position in the Calibra.
After a clean start Bill Martin (according to the track announcer “The Pride of Goulburn”, which is fair
enough) moved up a couple of places before having a spin at the Fish Hook. He regained the track and
continued, still ironing out some of the bugs in the rebuilt Goulburn Workers Club RX7.

Andrew Leithhead in the GTA Motorsport Alfa and Mark Smith in his Gemini had a good battle, and Mark
made an excellent out-braking pass into the Turn 10 hairpin to take 7th position.
In 6th position Simon Copping was catching Garry Stevens, with Garry feeling the pressure and getting
sideways under brakes into Turn 2 while getting past Kerry Millar. Brakes were becoming an issue for a
couple of cars late in this 14-lap race, with Graham Smith having to have two goes to get through Turn 2,
and Andrew Leithhead spinning first in the Fish Hook and again at Turn 2.
Sean Sullivan still had issues with the rear end of the Bluebird, discovering after the race that a weld in the
rear end had broken, allowing the whole rear end to give about ¼ inch under cornering load. He re-welded
the suspect joint and was able to continue with the weekend’s racing, setting a PB lap time in the process.
Chris Jackson maintained his lead, his lap times dropping off a little and allowing Anthony MacReady to
close up just a bit, however Chris maintained control of the race and took the chequered flag 2 seconds
ahead.
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Race 1 Result
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
DNF

Chris Jackson
Anthony MacReady
Graham Smith
Jeff Brown
Garry Stevens
Simon Copping
Mark Smith
Sean Sullivan
Andrew Leithhead
Kerry Millar
Bill Martin
Nick Smith
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Race 2 – 10 Laps
A good dumping of rain came about 2.30am, and while it had stopped prior to commencement of the day’s
activities there was the constant threat of it returning. The cold had set in, and in typical Goulburn fashion
the howling wind was with it and the cloud cover didn’t lift all day. This photo gives you some idea:

Bill Martin did not return on Sunday, with some problems with the yellow RX7 unable to be fixed
overnight. Norm Stokes had replaced the turbo in his car and was back in the field, lined up at the tail end
of the grid with Nick Smith, who had replaced his faulty battery.

Chris Jackson’s launch from the line was quick, made to look better by Anthony MacReady’s slow start.
Graham Smith did better, and was in front of Anthony by Turn 2 and as they headed up the hill. When they
got to Turn 5 at the top of the hill, Anthony was travelling quicker and braked later than Graham, and
inadvertently ran into the back of the silver Calibra. Graham was a little unsettled by the hit but able to
continue, however Anthony spun off the outside of the track and waited for the entire field to go past before
he could regain the track, now in 12th place. Impact damage on the rear of Graham’s car was evident after
the race.
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Garry Stevens, Jeff Brown and Simon Copping enjoyed a good battle for 3rd place, with Simon’s floorpan
Commodore able to mix it up with the two spaceframe cars during the opening laps.
Norm Stokes had an intercooler hose burst, and was forced into the pits after only one lap. Mark Smith had
a spin at Turn 4 and also headed to the pits on lap 3, a broken gearbox putting him out for the rest of the
day.
Anthony MacReady worked his way back through the field, eventually finishing the race in 3rd and pulling
lap times that were just 1/10th off Chris Jackson’s fastest lap. Nick Smith also put in some quick laps and
got himself up to 6th position. He then ran out of brakes at Turn 2, taking the long way around on the dirt
and having to back off to avoid a dangerous re-entry in front of Simon Copping. Simon got ahead of Nick,
but Nick bounced back and regained the position, and they finished 6th and 7th.
Garry Stevens finished the race with a holed radiator, which required some delicate and creative repair
work during the break between races, and he was able to form up for Race 3.
Chris Jackson controlled the race from in front again, and he took the win from Graham Smith, Anthony
MacReady and Jeff Brown.
Race 2 Result
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
DNF
DNF

Chris Jackson
Graham Smith
Anthony MacReady
Jeff Brown
Garry Steven
Nick Smith
Simon Copping
Sean Sullivan
Andrew Leithhead
Kerry Millar
Mark Smith
Norm Stokes
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Race 3 – 12 Laps
The weather was looking no less ominous as the field took to the track for the warm-up lap. Jeff Brown
only made it as far as the Fish Hook when the Falcon stopped with a broken drive shaft before the race had
even started. Was this the cause of the Falcon’s long-running vibration issue? The rest of the field formed
up on the grid, however the start was delayed while Jeff’s stranded car was removed from the track.
After the delay another warm-up lap was called, and green flags waved the cars on their way. Garry
Stevens mistook the flags for a race start and took off like a scalded cat between Chris Jackson and Graham
Smith, roaring off into the distance at frantic pace and building a huge gap on the field before getting to
Turn 4 and realising his error. He slowed and let the field catch up, and took his place in 5th position on the
grid, no doubt hoping the race officials missed the Stevens Security RX7’s tremendous start.
Once the race did start, Chris Jackson took the lead, closely followed by Graham Smith and Anthony
MacReady. Graham was adventurous with his braking into the hairpin at Turn 10 and ran out of track,
using the pit entry as an escape road. That move dropped him back to 7th and gave him some work to do to
catch back up to the leaders.

Norm Stokes went off into the dirt, as did Andrew Leithhead in the Alfa, with the handling problems that
had been plaguing the car still evident. Both drivers were able to regain the track and finish the race.
Nick Smith drove intensely in the Fiat and for several laps gave Garry Stevens a very hard time. Dad
Graham caught up to the pair, and it looked like it would be a three-way battle until Garry spun the RX7 in
the Fish Hook, his burnout/donut-style re-entry baulking Nick and Graham who both had to brake and
dodge around him and allowing Graham to get ahead for 3rd position.

Simon Copping also had to avoid the tyre-burning RX7 as it came back onto the track, but got past and into
5th position. He held Garry out for a while, but eventually Garry got past him on the straight to retake the
position.
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Nick Smith continued to then give his old man a run for his money, and in the end the gap from Graham to
Nick was just 2/10ths when they crossed the finish line.
Chris Jackson and Anthony MacReady avoided all that by running their own race out in front, with Chris
taking his 3rd win for the weekend in the Calibra.

Race 3 Result
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
DNF

Chris Jackson
Anthony MacReady
Graham Smith
Nick Smith
Garry Stevens
Simon Copping
Sean Sullivan
Norm Stokes
Kerry Millar
Andrew Leithhead
Jeff Brown
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Thank You
The Saturday night in Goulburn provided the chance for a social gathering. The ASSA put on drinks and
snacks for Sports Sedan drivers, crew members, families and supporters, before everyone moved on to the
Goulburn Workers Club for dinner. The general consensus amongst those who attended was that the
evening was a success, and we should see more of the same in the future.
Our thanks go to Gail and Anthony MacReady who provided us with a venue by opening up their house.
Further thanks also go to Dee Vella (the new Mrs. President) and Gail MacReady for spending a couple of
hours on behalf of the club running around buying the food and drink, and then setting up at the house.

Sports Sedans Track Commentator
We are pleased to announce a new, Sports Sedan race track commentator for both the Eastern Creek and
Wakefield Park circuits this year. Mr. Alex Chapple has come aboard to assist the circuit announcers with
category-specific information relating to our drivers, their cars and Sports Sedans in general.
Alex is a long-time Sports Sedan fan and proved his worth at Wakefield Park with the call for Races 2 & 3
on Sunday. We welcome Alex to the category and appreciate his assistance in promoting Sports Sedans.
Alex will be spending a bit of time at the next three rounds wandering around the paddock and getting to
know the drivers and cars a little better. Feel free to give Alex any information he could use in the
commentary box, including info about your team, your car, your sponsors and how the weekend is going
for you.
You won’t miss Alex when he approaches you – he’s the tall guy with no hair and a voice three octaves
lower than John Laws’.

Round Sponsorship
A number of businesses have lent financial support to the ASSA and the championship this year.
Advertisements for our sponsors will appear throughout the newsletters and on our cars at each round of the
championship. The committee would like to thank the following businesses:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

CSJ Engineering (Round 1 Sponsor)
AGM Engineering (Round 1 Sponsor)
Bavariacars (Round 2 Sponsor)
Doulman Automotive (Round 2 Sponsor)
Koen Photo (Round 3 Sponsor)
Jim Aitken & Partners (Round 3 Sponsor)
Air Technology Australia (Round 4 and Best Presented Award Sponsor)
Aussie Auto Art (Round 4 Sponsor)
Syd-Fab (Round 5 Sponsor)
Specialised On Site Fibreglass (Round 5 Sponsor)
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Can I Help?
Do you know someone who owns a Sports Sedan?
Are they competing, or not?
If they aren’t, do you know why?
Is there a Sports Sedan just sitting in someone’s shed, begging to be raced?
The committee is working hard to entice more cars onto Sports Sedan grids this year, so if you know
someone with a car in their shed, why not help the cause by trying to get them onto the track? Have a chat
to them; see what you can do to assist!
And if you are that person, with a perfectly good Sports Sedan locked away, get it out of the garage, put it
on the track and come racing. The more the merrier.

Club Meetings for 2010
An open invitation is extended to all ASSA members to attend committee meetings, which are held on the
first Tuesday of each month, from 7pm. It was good to see a few members and guests take up the offer at
the April meeting, which was most welcome.
In addition, all members are invited to attend general meetings to be held in March, May and August. These
meetings will include guest speakers and lots of information for the benefit of all members.
The Presentation Night and Annual General Meeting are scheduled for November. A schedule of events
with all meeting dates and State and National rounds is included with this newsletter.
The venue for committee and general meetings has changed for 2010. The venue is:
The Gondola Room, Marconi Club
Marconi Plaza
Prairievale Rd, Bossley Park NSW 2176 (Off Cowpasture Rd)

May General Meeting
The May general meeting is nearly here. Please make the effort to come along, have
your say, meet up with your fellow Sports Sedan competitors and be an active member
of your club.
*** Note: The May meeting will be held at a different venue due to unavailability of
the Marconi Club. Therefore the meeting on Tuesday 4th May will be held at:
O’Donoghue’s Irish Pub
99 Great Western Highway
Emu Plains
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Static Display of Sports Sedans
As part of our plan for better promotion of Sports Sedans as a category, the ASSA will be providing a static
display at Eastern Creek Raceway During the Superlap event on 21-22 May, 2010. The display will be in
the area of the dummy grid, inside Turn 1.
The aim of the display will be to showcase various Sports Sedans, both spaceframe and floorpan, and
encourage people to get close to the cars, talk to the drivers and find out more about the category.
The display will include:
•
•
•
•
•

Five cars, with display boards showing information on each
Footage and photos from Sports Sedan races being shown on a large screen
Sponsorship signage
Information packages and posters to hand out, including event calendars
Drivers/car owners on hand for people to approach and get information from

With large crowds expected at the event over the weekend, this is an excellent opportunity to promote our
club, our category and State Championship, and circuit racing in general.
If you would like to help out with the display, want to volunteer your car for the weekend, or want to assist
in promoting our category, please contact Erik Gattermeier as soon as possible. The more people we can
get to assist with the weekend, the more successful it will be for all of us.

New Website
The new ASSA website has been uploaded to a new hosting site. The domain name has been re-registered,
so the new website will have the following web address:

www.sportsedan.com.au
Our thanks go to Martin Koen who has spent a good deal of time designing the new website, and will
continue to provide technical support and updates for the site in the future. The efforts of Terry Denovan
who has been involved in the domain logistics, website updates and technical support are also very much
appreciated.

Newsletter Submissions
Was that one race just more spectacular for you? Did you get your best result ever? Did you go through
three engines and a gearbox in one weekend? Why not tell everyone about it?
Member contributions for articles in the newsletter are most welcome. Our enormous editing staff (well,
there’s two of us) can help you out, so you’ll always have an article that is in the newsletter format. Even
bad spellers (like your esteemed President) can be made to look good here.
So why not have a go? Tell us your story. Get involved.
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Classes for 2010
Based on the feedback received from members, the classes will remain the same for 2010. Therefore the
two divisions of Spaceframe and Floorpan will continue to be utilised for points scoring.
NSW State Championship points are allocated for outright results, as detailed in the New Point Score
section of this newsletter. Club Championship points are allocated based on results within each of the
classes.

Have Your Event Entry Fees Paid For
All members who enter an event will automatically go into the draw for a 2010 “lottery”, with one member
from each round having their entry fees for the next round paid for by the ASSA, thanks to the generosity
of the businesses that have come on board this year as Round Sponsors.
Once you have been drawn out at one event, your name gets removed from future draws, so everyone who
enters an event gets the chance to win. How easy is that?
Congratulations to Nick Smith, who will have his entry fees for Round 3 paid for.

ASSA Membership for 2010
Membership fees for 2010 have been reduced significantly to $70. New membership forms are available
on the website or can be sent out on request. Membership fees can also be paid via direct deposit into the
ASSA account. If you would like a new membership form to be sent to you please contact Chris Jackson.
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2010 Best Presented Award
Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors, 2010 will see the awarding of a “Best Presented” prize. The
award includes a perpetual trophy and an individual trophy each year. To be eligible all you have to do is
turn up and race, having put a little pride and preparation into your beloved Sports Sedan. An independent
judge representing one of our sponsors will allocate points at each round of the championship for the cars
deemed to be best presented, with the winning car being that with the most accumulated points over the
year.
Congratulations to the following drivers who competed at Round 2:
Bill Martin
Jeff Brown
Andrew Leithhead

Mazda RX7
Ford Falcon
Alfa Romeo

3 points
2 points
1 point

Used Tyre Register and Classifieds Section
From the next newsletter two new newsletter segments will be included. The classifieds/for sale section is
self explanatory. If you have anything you want to buy, sell or trade send the details to Andrew McKellar
for inclusion in the classifieds.
Also from the next newsletter a register of used racing tyres will be included. Some of the front running
drivers change tyres fairly frequently, and the tyres they are removing still have quite good, usable rubber
for the rest of us to take advantage of by purchasing them used for a cheaper price than new tyres. As an
example the front tyres off the MacReady 300ZX are the right size for the rears of the McKellar Soarer, so
a deal has been done for the Soarer to have the used tyres off the 300ZX once Anthony is done with them.
If you have used tyres that you’d like to advertise in the register please send the details to Andrew
McKellar, including tyre sizes, number of tyres and the price you want for them. Likewise if you are
looking for tyres send the details of what size you are looking for and your request will be included in the
register.
This should be a good way for all of us to save a bit of money, so take advantage of the offer when you can.
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The Final Word
For each newsletter a member will be asked to contribute a short article, on a subject matter of their
choice. The article will be published as the final word, to cap off each newsletter. For this month’s
submission we welcome:
Jeff Brown, ASSA Committee Member
Maintenance
Is this a dirty word? I know it’s not a four letter word. When I first started racing the Commodore nothing
much ever went wrong with it. When I heard other guys talk about maintenance I thought to myself, that’s
only for guys that don’t look after their machinery. How I was so wrong!
Since updating to the Falcon I now really do appreciate the word. The faster you go the more stress it puts
on components and the more you’re going to wear out things like brake pads, discs, etc. When Anthony
MacReady told me he only gets 3 meetings out of a set of brake pads (and I was still on my original set for
over 12 months) I thought this guy was surely having a lend of me… Although I am not seeing the same
wear as Anthony yet, I am now seeing a shorter life in both front and rear brake pads.
I have come up with a list of things that I now check before the car leaves the shed. It’s now a bit like
breathing - I just do it.
This brings me to another topic of “product life”. I used to think that only people that mistreated their
machinery and had no “mechanical sympathy” would break things! (That’s of course unless it was not
designed strong enough in the first place). How wrong I was yet again. I found out at Wakefield at the last
round that axles are not a commodity that last forever!

If you want reliability and to finish races at some point you have to ask yourself, is this part worth putting
back in or should I replace it? It’s the easy way out to save a few dollars and just put it back in.
The first engine that went into the Falcon is now approaching 3000k’s and I am getting ready to replace
pistons, rods and crankshaft. It’s not something I want to do but I certainly don’t want a blown engine
where I stand the chance of loosing the lot and the only thing it’s good for is a boat anchor!
The faster you go, the less reliability you will see. Now all I have to do is work out how to drive the bloody
thing!
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